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wrung from him : he told Mary the whole truth,
and how, though legally bound, he held himself
morally free to offer himself to her if she would
be his.

To her, passionately devoted to the one man
who was and was ever to remain the sun and
centre of her existence, the thought of a wife
indifferent to him, hard to him, false to him, was
sacrilege; it was torture. She had not been
brought up to look on marriage as a divine in-
stitution; she had probably never even heard it
discussed but on -grounds of expediency. Harriet
was his legal wife, so he could not marry Mary,
but what of that, after all ? if there was a sacrifice
in her power to make for him, was not that the
greatest joy, the greatest honour that life could
have in store for her ?

That her father would openly condemn her she
knew, for she must have .known that Godwin's
practice did not move on the same lofty plane as
his principles. Was he not at that moment
making himself debtor to a man whose integrity
he doubted ? Had he not, in twice marrying,
taken care to proclaim, both to his friends and the
public, that he did so in spite of his opinions,
which remained unchanged and unretracted, until
some inconvenient application of them forced from
him an expression of disapproval ?

Her mother too, had she not held that ties